
International conference 

2009 Sweden conference on Urban Policies and Social Capital 

24-26 of September Lidkoping and Gothenburg 

Presentation of the conference  

2009 Sweden conference on Urban Policies and Social Capital will focus on themes related to 

the urbanization of our society. During three conference days, researchers and practitioners 

from different parts of the world and fields will come together and create new knowledge 

and visualize the possibilities and challenges that are facing our future. The objective is to 

make progress on the understanding of these issues, by shedding light on some current 

developments and drafting innovative, practical responses. 

Organized by: 

Dynamic Growth Capital – is a project network with following actors included:  

School of Business, Economics and Law University of Gothenburg  

Västra Götalandsregionen (Region of West Sweden) 

Tillväxtverket (Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth) 

Sveriges Kommuner och Landsting (Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions) 

Four municipalities: Lidkoping, Mariestad, Vargarda, Gotene 

 

Supporting the conference 

The Social Capital Foundation (TSCF) supports the conference and provides with academic 

quality on papers that will presented on the 26 of September at School of Business, 

Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg: 

Topics, Submitting abstracts and more 

On the homepage of The Social Capital Foundation all information about the academic 

details concerning the conference are presented: 

http://www.socialcapital-foundation.org/TSCF/international-conferences.htm 

As possible examples, the following topics may be presented and/or discussed at the 
Conference:  
 

 Cities, ethno-racial diversity and division 

 Networks and economic development in an urban context  

http://www.socialcapital-foundation.org/TSCF/international-conferences.htm


 Economic inequalities, social class and urban life  

 Entrepreneurship and social capital related to urban issues 

 Urban social networks   

 Jane Jacobs studies    

 Generating social capital in an urban neighbourhood    

 Urban planning, public health, and social capital    

 Rural and urban communities: variations in social capital   

 Social capital and human mobility, physical transportation/virtual contacts   

 Urban development and social capital in the field of tourism  

 Corporate social responsibility, social capital and urban policies   

 Other issues upon proposal by participants.  

 

Program outline (open for change) 

The following presentation describes the basic structure, thematic areas and actors that will 

be part of the conference  

Basic structure of the conference 

The conference is divided in two parts. The first part (on the 24 and 25 of September) will 

take place in Lidkoping and there will be a strong focus on how practioners, as 

representatives from Cities, Regions and Businesses perceive and deal with issues related to 

the topics of the conference. Academics will also join the same sessions, giving their views. 

Languages used are English and Scandinavian (Swedish, Danish and Norwegian). 

The second part of the conference will be housed in Gothenburg at the School of Business, 

Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg. This part of the conference is solely 

dedicated to research, although practioners are encouraged to take part as well. 

The program below is open to change. Follow the conference website for updates on: 
 
www.dynamicgrowthcapital.com 
 

Wednesday, September 23 

1830 Conference Check in and welcome Cocktail 

(Place will be addressed later) 

 

 

http://www.dynamicgrowthcapital.com/


Presentation: 

“How to build an attractive and sustainable inner city of Gothenburg” 

Gothenburg city and Älvstranden development AB 

 

Thursday, September 24 

SESSION 1  

Opening of conference: Kjell Hedvall, Mayor of Lidköping Municipality 

Theme: Social Capital and the broad societal progress  

Presenters:  

The Social Capital Foundation  

 

“The new geography of Sweden – Heavy trends in the development of regions” 

Erik Westholm ς Institute for Future studies Stockholm 

 

“Social Capital as Process” 

Bert-Ola Bergstrand ς Project manager of Dynamic Growth Capital 

 

“Almost everything about the human being”  

Johan Forstegård ς Professor Karolinska Institutet  

 

“Robustness - Socially, Morally and Environmentally Sustainable Futures” 

Mika Aaltonen ς Director and Founder of StraX, Helsinki University of Technology 

 

“Aspects of progress: social capital, growth and happiness” 

Stefan Bergheim ς Director and Founder of German Center of Societal progress 

 

“Civic society in the future – structures in Germany” 

Axel Franzen ς Professor in Sociology ς University of Cologne  

 

“Co-operation as a key for success in development of Swedish municipalities” 

Anna-Carin Berglund and Jan Torege - Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions  



 

Lunch 

 

SESSION 2 

Theme: Social Capital and Inclusion 

Presenters: 

“Diversity, Segregation, and Trust” 

Eric Uslaner - Professor of Government and Politics at the University of Maryland--College 
Park 

“On effective interventions for social isolated people in Rotterdam” 

 Anja Machielse ς Associate professor at Utrecht University 

Panel discussion 

Carina Ohlsson - Member of Swedish Parliament and chairman for Social Inclusion at the 

council of Europe 

Lasse Nygård ς School of Entrepreneurship Leksand municipality  

Dario Espiga ς Deputy Mayor of Gothenburg ς Responsible for Social Issues  

Helen Rojas -Lundgren ς Chief of development Botkyrka municipality 

Esther Norregard-Nielsen - Director of Advising sociologists in Copenhagen  

Guro Odegård ς Institute for society research Oslo 

Per Strömblad ς Institute for future studies in Stockholm 

Anders Lago ς Mayor of Södertälje municipality   

Night activity: Evening at the castle of Läckö 

 

Friday, 25 of September 

SESSION 3  

Theme: Social Capital and local, regional development 

Presenters: 

“The spirit of Gothenburg” 



Gunnar Falkemark - Professor in Political Science Gothenburg University 

“Social capital as strategy in building Warsaw’s future”   

Krzystof Herbst - The Foundation for Social and Economic Initiatives, Warsaw 

“The crossing of local development, models of 

coordination and long term processes” 

Jean-Marie Bergere - General Delegate - Astrees, Paris 

“Social capital and the quality of economic development in the Italian regions” 

Fabio Sabatini - University of Siena, Rome  

“From Florida to Brundtland – Perspectives for building successful regions” 

Tomas Ekberg ς Chief analyst, Region of west Sweden 

Panel discussion 

“Social Capital in planning of regional development” 

Stockholm County Council 

“We are building the fourth big city region in Sweden” 

Östsam regional development council  

“Culture town of Europe 2014?” 

Umeå municipality  

“City of Skaraborg – A vision for the future” 

Skaraborg Association of Local Authorities  

“Culture town of Europe 2014?” 

Lund municipality 

Lunch 

SESSION 4  

Theme: Social Capital, Economic Growth, Innovation systems and cluster development 

Presenters  

Peak Innovation - Lars Lindqvist 



Alingsas municipality ς From Social Capital to Economic Value from a municipal perspective 

Panel discussion  

Torbjörn Stjernberg ς Professor in BA, Innovation and learning processes: School of Business 

Economics and Law, University of Gothenburg 

Bengt Johannisson ς Professor in BA and responsible for SIRE (Scandinavian Institute for 

Research in Entrepreneurship) University of Växjö  

Charlie Karlsson ς Professor in Economics and director for JIBS/CESIS (Centre of Excellence for 

Science and Innovation Studies), Jönköping University 
Björn T. Asheim ς Professor in Economic Geography, Co-founder and director of CIRCLE 

(Centre for Innovation, Research and Competence in the Learning Economy), University of 

Lund 

 Wadih El-Achkar- Chairman of the Creative Industries in Stockholm  

Richard Uski - Best Practice Social Entreprenurship Sweden ς Trångsvikenbolaget 

Susanne Olofsson - Private equity fund of the Swedish state - Sjätte AP-fonden: 

Malin Gawell - Swedish Agency for Economic and Regional Growth 

Jan Svensson Coompanion 

Saturday, 26 of September 

Academic conference at School of Business, Economics and Law, University 

of Gothenburg  

The exact program for this part of the conference will be decided on later. In principle all 

presentations will be based on the criteria and quality of The Social Capital Foundation 

according to following directives: http://www.socialcapital-

foundation.org/conferences/2009/information%20for%20presenters.htm 

For program update keep an eye on the conference website. 

 

Registration and payment 

Registration 

To attend the conference one has to register. Registration shall be made through the 

conference website. Confirmation of registration is provided.  

 

http://www.socialcapital-foundation.org/conferences/2009/information%20for%20presenters.htm
http://www.socialcapital-foundation.org/conferences/2009/information%20for%20presenters.htm


Payment fee latest on the 6 of July for international participants, outside Scandinavia 

(Norway, Sweden Denmark), is 220 Euro.  

 

Fee thereafter is 300 Euro 

 

Included in the fee: Lunch and coffee breaks for three days. Travel with bus from Lidkoping 

to Gothenburg (on the morning of the 26). Welcome cocktail at Rörstrand center on the 23 

of September. Visit to Läckö castle with cocktail and light meal. 

Payment information 

It should be enough to use IBAN and BIC below to make the transfer complete 

Provide with your name and e-mail (used in registration) when you make the payment 
Bank:      Swedbank AB  
                105 34  STOCKHOLM  
IBAN:      SE7380000810599049742977    

BIC:         SWEDSESS  
 

Accountholder name      

Västra Götalands Läns Landsting  
Regionutvecklingsnämnden   
Västra Götalandsregionen  
Ekonomiservice  
405 44  GÖTEBORG  
Vat.nr : SE232100-013101 

In case of cancellation from your part, there will be no reimbursement  

Accommodation, place for conference and travel  

Travel  

International flights will arrive at Landvetter airport (Gothenburg) 

http://www.lfv.se/en/Goteborg/Traveller-information/ From there 

You can go with bus every 20 minutes straight to the central station in the center of 

Gothenburg (end of the route). Recommended!!  

 

From the central station you will have to take train to Lidkoping, a trip which takes 

approximately two hours. Train leaves Gothenburg every second hour. (New timetables will 

be at hand by June. See www.dynamicgrowthcapital for update) 

 

Train tickets can easily be booked at www.sj.se in advance. (But can also be bought at the 

central station or on the train (additional cost).  

http://www.lfv.se/en/Goteborg/Traveller-information/
http://www.dynamicgrowthcapital/
http://www.sj.se/


 

Attention: Last time for departure from Gothenburg to Lidkoping is 20 02.  

 

Accommodation and conference place in Lidkoping 

Conference place: Lidkoping has a population of around 38,000 inhabitants. The city is 

situated by the South shore of Lake Vänern. From the beginning of 15th century, Lidkoping is 

a shipping and trading city. The central city plan, from 1670, is still intact, and the big square 

market is still an important meeting place. The surroundings offer many historic places - 

from thousand year old churches to one of Sweden’s most beautiful castles famous for its 

summer exhibitions, opera and concerts.  

Accommodation in Lidkoping: You have two alternatives with special prices offered: Hotel 

Stadt: website: http://www.stadtlidkoping.se/. Single 950 Swedish Crowns (app. 85-90 Euro). 

To book room send mail to hotel@stadtlidkoping.se or telephone on +4651022085. Budget 

alternative: Youth Hostel Lidkoping: http://www.lidkopingsvandrarhem.com: App. 20 Euro. 

Book: info@lidkopingsvandrarhem.com or telephone on +4651066430 

Payment is to be made on place.  

Accommodation and conference place in Gothenburg 

Conference place: Gothenburg has a population of almost half a million. There is a 

distinctive maritime atmosphere there, with a mixture of older, well-preserved districts and 

exciting new developments. The city is a centre for major events and congresses. 

Collaboration between the city, industry and the research/development community is a 

cornerstone in Gothenburg's development. 

 

Accommodation in Gothenburg: For participants who will stay in Gothenburg from the 26 of 

September we recommend Hotel Gothia Tower   http://www.gothiatowers.com/index.asp 

an excellent four stare hotel with prices at 200 Euro. Booking through 

hotelreservations@gothiatowers.com  or telephone +46317508810. Attention : 

When booking at the hotel you will need  to use booking number  40 11 

23  

Another option is to book through: Bokningsbyran: http://www.activbokning.se/. The best 

thing is to call them directly on +4631124212 and let them help you find a Hotel for your 

taste and price. 

Contacts and updates of the conference program 

For updates see the conference webpage: www.dynamicgrowthcapital.com 

 

http://www.stadtlidkoping.se/
mailto:hotel@stadtlidkoping.se
http://www.lidkopingsvandrarhem.com/
mailto:info@lidkopingsvandrarhem.com
http://www.gothiatowers.com/index.asp
mailto:hotelreservations@gothiatowers.com
http://www.activbokning.se/
http://www.dynamicgrowthcapital.com/


For more information about Dynamic Growth Capital and the conference, please contact us 

and we will be there to answer your questions: 

Bert-Ola Bergstrand - Project Manager 

ola.bergstrand@handels.gu.se 

+46739516758 

Per-Eric Ullberg-Ornell: Marketing Strategist, Lidkoping Municipality  

per-eric.ornell@lidkoping.se 

+46510770175 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ola.bergstrand@handels.gu.se
mailto:per-eric.ornell@lidkoping.se

